TEACHING A MOVIE for TAH teachers
Case-Rico
Adapted from K. Kentfield- ELL instruction

Movies in history can be an important part of the history curriculum. To use the content from each film effectively, try and encourage each student to interact with the film. Similar to how you would have them participate in a certain activity to enhance a primary document, choose the technique, or techniques, that best helps to teach the film you are showing.  Never show a film you haven’t watched yourself so you can decide if the whole film is essential or how you might use excerpts with students.
*Just don’t press play:  Explain the protocol you have planned for showing the film such as:
1. Choose a pause person- consider having the students run the discussion when they do not understand the film by saying “Pause” during the film- see if the students can answer each other’s questions.

2.  Avoid stopping the film frequently during the film and lecturing as to why this is important- instead mention what to look for in the film OR better – wait to ask the students after the film is over what they thought about a certain scene.

3. Remember to pre-teach vocabulary from the film as you would any lesson/lecture in history.
*Ideas to interact with the film:  Explain ahead of time what you want each student to do and if they are working alone or with other(s).
1. Quotes: Have them take quotes from many scenes that are important to them during the film (can assign a specific number if you wish- this depends on the length of the film you are showing)
2. (Graffiti Board) In 3’s – ask students to create a Graffiti Board** during the film.  (** comments, drawings, thoughts, quotes, song lyrics, and nonsense generally written in markers)
3. (Drawing) On an 8x10 blank sheet- have students draw what they feel about watching the film

4. (Character focus) Follow a character and quote them (Make sure the figure lives long enough- give them a list to choose from)

5. (Torn Paper art) Torn Paper activity* - for those who need focus- conduct this activity based on a significant  scene from the film (*Using tiny bits of torn magazine and miscellaneous scrap paper to create a "painting" without using paint.)
Allow time for follow- up activities, after the film
The activities above are not meant to stand alone;  follow up each one with a written exercise which explains their finished product.
1. For the quotes- have them prioritize them and expand upon their favourite (what is said?  why was it important?) 

2. Graffiti board  - have them create a legend so we can follow their work  
3. For the 8x10 drawing – write a paragraph explaining the scene

4. For the Character focus  - Summarize the messages from your character quotes and make predictions

5. Torn paper- same as graffiti board- create a legend
*Vocabulary- also have them include the key vocabulary you pre-taught before the film within the written work.
*If the film is more than one class period, for day 2 of the film- rewind 5-10 minutes and have the TV on mute as you begin to play.  .  Have the students recap for an into- (can be done as they enter class).   They can do this orally or in their notebooks as a written response.
Note from Nancy: *I learned these techniques from Professor Kentfield many years ago and the statement I recall her saying to us was: “If you are going to use precious class time to show a film-use it as a powerful teaching tool!”  Watch the film with the kids!!

